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The United States Patent and Trademark Office has a wonderful web 
site, especially if you have a need or want to research patents.  
http://www.uspto.gov/index.html It is not my intention to explain how the 
patent process works, for there are others that are far more knowledgeable 
about the topic than I.  But, with a little foundation, you too can look up patent 
information, then; print the information you have located. 

The older patents are presented as image files, and being such, you 
need a special image viewer.  The Patent Office files are in the TIFF format, a 
special format different from the more common one found on you computer.  
The web site leads you through all the steps to down load the special TIFF 
reader that is free. 

For what I am interested in, there are patents that cover inventions and 
also designs.  An example of an invention would be like a new type of 
escapement.  And a design would be like a patter on silverware or for a clock 
pendulum as the one illustrated here; design patent number 15547.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


